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Story of my father’s gold
medal a fitting subject
for 50th article

B SEA
RESCUE
HERO:

Edmund J.
Heasman

tory of S that | have

penned, wiifes Shoreham Herald
Bygones columnist Ted Heasman.

his time, I am writing sométhing differ-

ent. Instead of writing about Southwick
itself, I am writing about the adventures of
a man whoe lived in Southwick for a consid-
aerable number of years,

He was in the South Pacific, far away from
his homeland. The man is my father; the
story concerns & rescue at sea,

Alongside my futher's chair at home was a
small chest of drawers. In the top drawer
was a small jeweller's box, which contained
a gold meda.{,

This gold medal was inscribed: “To
Edmund J. Heasman, Seaman, HMAS
Melbourne, in recognition of his heroic serv-
ice in effecting the rescue at sea, on
January 23, 1922, of the Master and crew of
the American schooner, Helen B. Stirling”.

On the reverse, it said; “Presented by the
President of the United States”.

My father would never talk about thie
medal. All [ knew was that there was one
other in this country, which was thought to
be in the West Country, and there wers 12
others in Australia.

It was some years after my father died
that I thought I would try to find out more
about this rescue.

For many years, I had belonged to the
Sussex Family History Group, and I had
contacts in both Australia and New
Zopaland,

I wrote and asked if it would be possible
for them to find the 1922 newspapers that
reported this rescue, and send me copies of
the articles,

I received articles from Sydney and
Melbourne, in Australia, and from
Auckland in New Fealand.

My father was born in Keymer, Sussex, on
November 11, 1897,

When he was about five years old, his
father died and, two years later, his mother
remarried, They moved to Southwick and
|.1'.'n'i3=\3I in a shop at the top of Southview
Roa

THIE is the 50th article on the his-

In 1915, when my father was 18 years old,
he volunteered to join the Royal Navy and
to serve five years active service, followed
by seven years in the Reserve.

e finished his active service in 1920, and
he was asked if he would volunteer to serve
a further two years in the Australian Navy.
This he did.

My father went to Australia and served
the first year on HMAS Sydney and the sec-
ond on HMAS Melbourne, a light cruiser.

In January, 1922, a large American four-
masted schooner loft Newcastle, Australia,
with a cargo of coal bound for Papeate. This
wag the Helen %ﬂﬁmhn -

She had been built by ashington
Shopping Corporation in Seattle in 1917,
She had a wooden hull, was 220f long, had
a 43ft beam and 21t draft, and had recent-

ly been fitted with radio. Later that month,
the HMAS Melbourne left Sydney for
Auckland, where she was going on a cour-
teay visit,

At 8,158am, on January 22, 1922, a radio
station in New and picked up a signal
from the Helen B. Stirling, mﬁg she was
in o severe storm, and giving estimated
position: "My main mast has gone. We are
leaking badly and sinking fast. Come quick-
Iy or we perish”®,

At 9.28am, the Stirling repeated the S0S,

ing: © t gone”,

She also acknowledged a signal from
HMAS Melbourne that she was coming to
her aid. The Stirling also sent personal
mesaages to fri in case assistance did
not arrive in time.

At 9.47am, the Stirling said her power was

B ILL-FATED: Tha Helen B. Stirling

B HMAS MELBOURNE: Crew — including Edmund Heasman — on one of her boals saved 18 lives

liable to fail at any time. At 11.47am, the
Stirling reported that her radio engine was
fiil.'tng and ehe would, if possible, call again
a

Early in the afterncon, the Stirling
attempted to launch a boat, but this was
emashed and three of the crew were
injured. She also asked the Melbourne to

hurry.

By 8.30pm, the Melbourne was in the posi-
tion given by the Stirling, but could not see
har. There was torrential rain that made
visibility poor.

By 11pm, the Melbourne received another
position, which indicated the Stirling was
some 170 miles north-west of the Three
Kings, a group of islands off the extreme
northern coast of New Zealand.

The Melbourne signalled to the Stirling:
you by 1.30am”,

ly, and asked the Stirling to give her posi-
tion when she saw it.

By 1.80am, the Melbourne thought she

 was within six miles of the Stirling, and

sighted her shortly after.

The Melbourne pumped oil onto the water
to flatten the surface. At about 2am, one of
her sea boats, a cutter, was launched,

The boat would have had eight oarsmen —

father was one of them — a bowman,
who would use a smaller oar on the star-

board side, a man at the tiller, and a petty
officer or leading hand.

On this occasion, the commander of the
Melbourne took charge and there were two
extra hands.

They were not able to get alongside the
Stirling for fear of the cutter being stoved
in, but did manage to get a line aboard and

ri| a breeches buoy.

g cutter then rowed away from the
Stirling, enabling the line to be kept taut,
and all the crew were pulled from the
Stirling, through 60ft of water, onto the cut-
ter, which then returned to the Melbourne,
where it was hauled aboard.

They had, in fact, saved the skipper, his
wife and child, the mate and his wife, and
13 crew,

Three crewmen were injured, although not
badly, sulfering mainly cuts and bruises,
and received treatment in the Melhourne's
sick bay.

Having abandoned the Stirling, she was
low in the water and not expected to float
for more than a few hours in the prevailing
storm. Neither the ship nor its cargo was

Ansured.

At 8am, the Melbourne, having abandoned
the Stirling, continued her journey to
Anickland. She arrived 36 hours later than
scheduled and landed the rescued crew.

In March of that year, the Melbourne,
with other units of the Australian fleet, vis-
ited the city of Melbourne, where the offi-
cers of the ship and those men of the rescue
crew were entertained at a civie lunch.

Each of the ing crew was given a gold
watch fob. On one side was the crest of
City of Melbourne, and the reverse was
engraved, on my father's: “Able Seaman
Edmund J. Heasman, for devotion to duty,
HMAS Melbourne 23/1/22",

In 1922, having completed his two years'
service with the Australian Navy, my father
returned to his home, in Southwick.



